
FGM Guidance  

Since October 2015, teachers have been required to report to the police where they 
discover that female genital mutilation (FGM) appears to have been carried out on a girl 
under the age of 18. 

The Department for Education's (DfE) statutory guidance on safeguarding says: 

Those failing to report such cases will face disciplinary sanctions. 

It will be rare for teachers to see visual evidence, and they should not be examining 
pupils, but the same definition of what is meant by “to discover that an act of FGM 
appears to have been carried out” is used for all professionals to whom this mandatory 
reporting duty applies. 

The guidance adds that teachers should also consider and discuss any such case with 
the school's designated safeguarding lead and involve children's social care as 
appropriate, unless they have a good reason not to.  

Keeping children safe in education, GOV.UK – DfE, see page 55 (Adobe 
pdf 
file)https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/550511/Keeping_c
hildren_safe_in_education.pdf  

Serious Crime Act 2015: section 74, 
legislation.gov.ukhttp://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/9/section/74  

Ofsted expects schools to be vigilant against FGM 
Ofsted has published guidance for inspectors to use when inspecting safeguarding. 
It says that inspectors will consider evidence that: 

Children and learners are able to understand, respond to and calculate risk effectively, 
for example risks associated with child sexual exploitation, domestic violence, FGM, 
forced marriage, substance misuse, gang activity, radicalisation and extremism, and are 
aware of the support available to them. 

It adds that staff need to be particularly sensitive to signs that may indicate possible 
safeguarding concerns, including FGM.  

The guidance can be downloaded from the page linked to below. 

Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills settings, 
GOV.UK – Ofsted, see page 11https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-
safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills-from-september-2015  

 

 



 

Identifying girls at risk of FGM 

 
Who should we contact? 

If you suspect someone is at risk of FGM, GOV.UK says you should contact: 

• The police if the girl or young woman is still in the UK 

• The Foreign and Commonwealth Office if she has already been taken abroad 

• The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 

• The Safeguarding Children Board at your local council 

• NHS specialist clinics for FGM 

• Daughters of Eve (a non-profit organisation working to protect girls and women 
who are at risk of FGM) 

• The Foundation for Women's Health Research and Development (FORWARD) 

FGM: help and advice, GOV.UKhttps://www.gov.uk/female-genital-mutilation  

The government has multi-agency practice guidelines on FGM. This notes that cases 
should be dealt with as part of existing structures, policies and procedures on child 
protection.  

Multi-agency statutory guidance on FGM, GOV.UK – HM Government, 
see page 4 (Adobe pdf 
file)https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/512906/Multi_Age
ncy_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_FINAL.pdf  

Annex B of the guidance sets out some risk factors for deciding whether a girl or woman 
may be at risk of FGM. 

These include: 

• Her family has a history of practising FGM 

• FGM is known to be practised in her community or country of origin 

• She confides to a professional that she is to have a "special procedure" or to 
attend a special occasion to "become a woman" 

• She talks about a long holiday to her country of origin or another country where 
the practice is prevalent 

• Parents state that they or a relative will take the girl out of the country for a 
prolonged period 



• Her family is not engaging with professionals (health, education or other) 

• Her family is already known to social care in relation to other safeguarding issues 

• She talks about FGM in conversation, for example, she may tell other children 
about it (it is important to take into account the context of the discussion) 

• She is withdrawn from personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education 
or its equivalent 

The guidance notes that there may be additional risk factors specific to particular 
communities. 

If any of the risk factors are identified, professionals need to consider what action to 
take. They should discuss this with the designated safeguarding lead.  

The guidance adds that discussions about FGM should always be "undertaken with 
appropriate care and sensitivity." It notes that individuals from communities where it 
takes place may not be aware of the practice, and women and girls who have 
undergone FGM may not fully understand what it is, the consequences, or whether they 
have had it.   

 


