
 
 
 

At Glodwick we encourage children to learn to think and intervene creatively to solve problems both 

individually and as a member of a team. They learn to take risks becoming resourceful, innovative, 

enterprising citizens. 

Subject:   D.T Subject Leaders: Mrs Lomax, Mrs Carter, Miss Fowle 

Vocabulary Cut, fold, stick, straight, make, build, weave, 

glue, join, healthy, cooked, not cooked, mix, 
pour, peel 

Model, fix, design, 

plan, hygiene, raw, 
bake, stir, safely 

Assemble, 

concertina, hinge, 
axel, evaluate, grate, 
ingredients, knead 

Design 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 
EYFS 

Make imaginative and 
complex ‘small worlds’ with 
blocks and construction 
kits, such as a city with 
different buildings and a 
park.  
Explore different materials 

freely, in order to develop 
their ideas about how to 
use them and what to 
make.  

 

KS1 

Design purposeful, 
functional, appealing 

Understand that an 
item has a purpose. 

 
Know what the 
purpose of an item 
is. 
 
Shows interest in how 
things work. 

 

To construct an 
object with an idea in 

mind for the end 
result. 
 
Works with peers to 
build models following 
their own ideas or 
simple instructions. 

 

Explain what product 
they will be designing 

and making . 

Explain who their 

product will be used by 
using pictures. 

Describe what their 
product will be used 
for. 

 

Use own experiences 
and existing products 

to develop ideas  

Explain what product 

they will be designing 
and making  using 
words and diagrams. 

Explain who their 
product will be used 
by  

Describe what their 
product will be used 
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products for themselves 
and other users based on 
design criteria .Generate, 

develop, model and 
communicate their ideas 
through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, 
where appropriate, 
information and 
communication 

technology  

 

for and how it will 
work  

Explain why their 
product is suitable for 
the intended user  

 

 
  



 

Make 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

EYFS  
Join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
Use one-handed tools and 
equipment, for example, 

making snips in paper with 
scissors.  

 

KS1 
select from and use a 

range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for 
example, cutting, shaping, 
joining and finishing] select 
from and use a wide range 
of materials and 

components, including 
construction materials, 
textiles and ingredients, 
according to their 
characteristics 

 

Children can 
manipulate simple 
tools and resources 
to construct a 
model. 

 
Children can explain 
what their model is 
and where the parts 
are placed. 
 

Children work alone 
or with their peers to 
build representations 
of real life objects 
using construction kits 

or junk modelling. 
 
Children can follow 
verbal or pictorial 
instructions to build a 
model which they 
can explain the 

purpose of. 
 

Discuss what their steps 
for making could be  

Represent ideas 
through talking and 
drawing  

Choose suitable tools 
for making models. 

Follow safety and food 
hygiene procedures  

 

Select the best 
method to make an 
item. 

Represent ideas 
through talking, 
drawing and 
computing – (where 
appropriate)  

Choose materials to 
use based on 

suitability of their 
properties Create 
templates/pattern 
pieces and explore 
materials whilst 
developing ideas 

 

 



Evaluate 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

EYFS  
Create collaboratively 
sharing ideas, resources 
and skills.  
Explore, use and refine a 
variety of artistic effects to 

express their ideas and 
feelings.  
Return to and build on their 
previous learning, refining 
ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them.  
 

KS1 
explore and evaluate a 
range of existing products 
evaluate their ideas and 
products against design 
criteria  

 

Children can tell you 
what their model is. 
 
 
 
Can talk about how 

they made a model. 
 

Children can talk with 
their adults and peers 
about their ideas for a 
model. 

With support they can 
make adjustments to 
refine their model. 

 

Understand what a 
product is and who it is 
for  

Understand how a 
product works and how 
it is used  

Identify where you 
might find this product . 

Talk about their design 
ideas and what they 
have made . 

Make simple 
judgements of how the 
product met their 
design ideas  

 

Understand what a 
product is and who it 
is for and record 
ideas. 

Understand how a 
product works and 
how it is used and 
record ideas. 

Identify where you 
might find this 
product  

Identify the materials 
used to make the 
product . 

Express an opinion 
about the product. 

Record their design 
ideas and what they 

have made. 



Explain how the 
product met their 
design ideas  

Suggest how their 
product could be 

improved  

 

 
  



Technical Knowledge 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

EYFS 
Explore different materials 
freely, in order to develop 
their ideas about how to 

use them and what to 
make.  
Choose the right resources 
to carry out their own plan.  

 

KS1 

build structures, exploring 
how they can be made 
stronger, stiffer and more 
stable  
 explore and use 
mechanisms [for example, 
levers, sliders, wheels and 

axles], in their products 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Can use scissors to 
snip paper, card and 
fabric. 
 

Can use simple tools 
such as, hole punch, 
scissors, glue etc 
 

Cuts along a line 
accurately. 
 
Can choose which 
drawing implement to 

use. 
 
 
 
Join, assemble and 
combine materials 
and components with 

support and direction. 

• Flange  

• Treasury tags 

 

With support mark, cut 
and shape materials 
and components  

Join, assemble and 
combine materials and 
components with 
support and direction. 

• Split pin 

• L Brace 

Use finishing 
techniques, including 
skills learnt in Art Such 
as: 

weaving  

collage  

Sort according to 
specific  qualities 

Measure, mark, cut 
and shape materials 
and components  

Choose an 
appropriate Join to 
assemble and 
combine materials 

and components  

• Slots 

• tabs 

Use finishing 
techniques, including 
skills learnt in Art Such 

as: 

overlapping and 

overlaying to create 
effects  



 

 

 

−how textiles create 
effects 

 

 

Use large eyed 
needles – running 
stitches  

 Simple appliqué 
work  

 Start to explore other 
simple stitches  

 collage 

 
  



Cooking & Nutrition 

 EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

EYFS 
Make healthy choices 
about food and drink. Use 
their senses to explore 
food. 

 

KS1  
use the basic principles of 
a healthy and varied diet 
to prepare dishes  
understand where food 

comes from.  

 

 

Children know when 
they are hungry. 
 
Children are 
prepared to try a 
range of foods. 

 
Children have 
weekly opportunities 
to experiment with 
food in a mutli-
sensory way. 

Children understand 
why we have to eat a 
healthy diet. 

 
Can sort healthy and 
unhealthy food 

 
Children understand 
that food changes 
when it is cooked. 
 
Children understand 
that some food can 
be eaten raw and 

some needs cooking. 
 
 

Follow safety and food 
hygiene procedures . 

Understand that food 
comes from plants or 
animals  

Identify that people 
should eat at least 5 
portions of fruit and 
vegetables a day  

Prepare simple dishes 
hygienically and safely 
without a heat source 
using cooking 
techniques such as: 

stirring, mixing, pouring, 
spooning , baking. 

 

Understand that food 
has to be farmed, 
caught, or grown  

Sort foods into the 5 
groups using The 
Eatwell Plate  

Use cooking 
techniques such as: 
cutting, peeling and 
grating  

 

 



Recording – Nursery teachers to annotate, use models and big  floor books, Reception – as nursery and starting to 
explain their diagrams. Year 1 a scaffold draw the design, label it with materials etc. A tool tick list. Year 2 – booklet ? 
Does it need simplifying.Year 1 & Year 2 are doing design weekly to give children the skills to use in provision. This is 
working really well. 
 


