
 

The history curriculum at Glodwick enables children of all abilities to become critical thinkers about the 

past, to ask and answer questions and understand that learning about the past can help to change the 

future. We aim to inspire the children’s curiosity and begin to develop their understanding of change, 

chronology and the wider world. 

Subject:    

History 
Subject Leaders:  Mrs. Russell, Miss McGarry, Miss Everall, Mrs. Carter  

Vocabulary 

  

A long time ago/ Long ago, 
Timeline, Years, 

Past/Present, Date, 
Century, Event (s), 
Difference/ Similarities 

 

Changes 

within living 

memory: 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and 

differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class.  
 
Understand the past 

through settings, 

Changes within living 
memory Where 
appropriate, these should 

be used to reveal aspects 
of change in national life 
 

Changes within living 
memory Where 
appropriate, these 

should be used to 
reveal aspects of 
change in national life 
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Understanding the 

world 
 
Talk about what they 

see, using a wide 
vocabulary.  
 
Begin to make sense 
of their own life-story 
and family’s history.  
 

Shows interest in 
different occupations.  

characters and events 
encountered in books 
read in class and 

storytelling.  
 
 

Understanding the world 

 
Talk about members of 

their immediate family and 
community.  
Name and describe 
people who are familiar to 
them.  
 
Comment on images of 

familiar situations in the 
past.  
 
Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past.  

 
 

Identify then and now.  

Can I use words and 
phrases like: old, new and 
a long time ago?  

Identify then and now.  

Sort images into then 
and now. Spot 
significant differences 
Can explain why 
changes occurred  



Can I explain how they 
have changed since they 
were born?  

Sort images into then and 
now. Spot significant 

differences 
Can use the word 
‘because’ to explain why 
changes occurred  

Know the past can be 
represented in different 
forms e.g. picture, photo, 
artefact, book. 

 

Know the past can be 
represented in different 
forms e.g. picture, 

photo, artefact, book. 

Can I use phrases and 

words historical 
learning? Like then, 
now, before after, past 
present 

Can I sequence a set 
of events in 
chronological order 
and give reasons for 
their order?  

 

 

  



Events 

beyond 

living 

memory: 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

  

  
Events beyond living 
memory significant 

nationally or globally  
 

 
Events beyond living 
memory significant 
nationally or globally  

Can sequence events  

Can describe differences in 
ways of life before and after 
the event 
Can give two or three 
reasons to explain why an 

event happened and the 
changes that resulted  

Can begin to understand 

that books do not always 
give the same information 
about the same event.  

Make increasing use of 
subject-specific precise 
vocabulary.  

 
Can gather ideas from 

Can sequence events  

Can describe 
differences in ways of 

life before and after 
the event 
Can give reasons to 
explain why an event 
happened and the 
changes that resulted  

Can recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
the past and the 
present; 

Can begin to 
understand that books 
do not always give the 



different sources and form 
opinions  

Can explain that there are 
different types of evidence 
and sources that can be 

used to help represent the 
past 

Can talk, write and draw 

about things from the past; 

Can use historical 
vocabulary to retell simple 
stories about the past; 
 use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge about the past. 
 

same information 
about the same event.  

Start to use stories or 
accounts to 
distinguish between 
fact and fiction 

Make increasing use of 
subject-specific precise 
vocabulary 

Can gather ideas from 
different sources and 
form opinions  

Can talk, write and 
draw about things 
from the past; 

 

 
  



 

The lives of 

significant 

individuals: 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 
 
 

 

 
The lives of significant 
individuals who have 
contributed to national and 

international achievements. 
Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in 
different periods  
 
 

The lives of significant 
individuals who have 
contributed to national 
and international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of 

life in different periods  
 
 

 

Place events on a simple 
time line 

Can sequence pictures 
from different periods 

 
Can describe differences in 
ways of life before and 
after the event 
Can give two or three 

reasons to explain why an 
event happened and the 

 

Place events on a 
simple time line 

Can order dates from 
earliest to latest on 
simple timelines 

 
Can describe 

differences in ways of 



changes that resulted 
Can begin to understand 
that books do not always 

give the same information 
about the same event. 

Make increasing use of 
subject-specific precise 
vocabulary, 
Can gather ideas from 
different sources and form 
opinions  

Can identify similarities 
and differences between 
ways of life in different 
periods; 

 

Can describe significant 

individuals from the past. 

life before and after 
the event 

Can explain that there 
are different types of 
evidence and sources 

that can be used to 
help represent the past 
Can give reasons to 
explain why an event 
happened and the 
changes that resulted 
Can begin to 

understand that books 
do not always give the 
same information 
about the same event.  

Make increasing use of 
subject-specific precise 
vocabulary, 
Can gather ideas from 
different sources and 
form opinions  

 
  



 

Significant 

historical 

events: 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

  

 

Significant historical events 
people and places in their 
own locality. 

Significant historical 

events people and 
places in their own 
locality. 

Sort images into then and 

now. 
Can describe . . .what was 
different long ago to today 

Can describe memories and 
changes that have 
happened in their own lives 
Begin to know that we have 
different memories of the 
same familiar event e.g. 

class party 
Can write simple sentences 
containing period-specific 
detail about . . .    eg 100 
years ago. 

Sort images into then 
and now. 

Can describe . . .what 
was different long 
ago to today 
Start to compare 
two versions of a 
past event 
Can write simple 
sentences 

containing period-
specific detail about 
. . .   eg 100 years 
ago. 
Can answer a 
question by looking 



Can answer a question by 
looking at a source 
Can ask a question to gain 

further understanding  

 

at a source 

Can ask a question to 
gain further 

understanding  

 understand that 
there are reasons why 
people in the past 
acted as they did; 

 
 

 
  



KS1 National Curriculum Subject Content – History 
(Bold from NC/ bullet point statements-interpretation) 

 
Historical Interpretations 

Children should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is 
represented. 

Children can: 

• start to compare two versions of a past event; 

• observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past; 

• start to use stories or accounts to distinguish between fact and fiction; 
• explain that there are different types of evidence and sources that can be used to help represent the past. 

 
Historical Investigations 

Children should ask and answer questions, using other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 

Children can:  

• observe or handle evidence to ask simple questions about the past; 

• observe or handle evidence to find answers to simple questions about the past on the basis of simple observations; 
• choose and select evidence and say how it can be used to find out about the past. 

 
 

Chronological Understanding 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should 
know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework. 

Children can: 

a sequence artefacts and events that are close together in time; 

b order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines; 

c sequence pictures from different periods; 

d describe memories and changes that have happened in their own lives; 
use words and phrases such as: old, new, earliest, latest, past, present, future, century, new, newest, old, oldest, modern, before, 
after to show the passing of time. 



 

Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes in the Past 

Pupils should identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

Children should choose and use parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 

Children can: 

a recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present; 

b identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods;  

c know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history; 

d understand that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did; 
      describe significant individuals from the past. 
 
 

Presenting, Organising and Communicating 

Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

Children can: 

a show an understanding of historical terms, such as monarch, parliament, government, war, remembrance; 

b talk, write and draw about things from the past; 

c use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the past; 
      use drama/role play to communicate their knowledge about the past. 
 
 

 


