
Glodwick Infant and Nursery School 

Geography Curriculum 
 

 

At Glodwick Infant and Nursery we believe the teaching of geography promotes curiosity and wonder 

about the world and its people. Our inclusive curriculum enables children of all abilities to develop the 

investigation and problem-solving skills required to explore human and physical features through 

enquiring minds, The children are encouraged to develop a love of geography that will remain with them 

for the rest of their lives. 

Subject: 

Geography                                
Subject Leaders: Miss Peachey, Mrs Carter, Miss Everall, Miss Francis. 

Vocabulary Locational Knowledge- 

School, nursery, 

classroom, reading 

area, carpet area, 

studio, outside area,  

Place knowledge- 

Home, house, family, 

road, street, shop, 
police, nurse, doctor, 

firefighter,  

Human and Physical 

Geography- 

Sunny, rainy, windy, 
snowy, Seasons, 

Winter, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, 

Cold, warm, hat, scarf, 

coat,  

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork- Map, 

areas in nursery eg 

Locational Knowledge- 

School. Classroom. 

Outside area, craft 

bay, hall, playground, 

role play, reading 

area, sensory garden, 
forest,  

Place knowledge 

Names of basic 

animals eg dog, cat, 

horse sheep and their 

babies, Daffodil, daisy, 

dandelion,  wood, 

trees, forest, street, 
buildings, hill, Oldham, 

Pakistan, Eid,  

Human and Physical 

Geography- 

Sunny, rainy, windy, 
cloudy, foggy, Cold, 

Locational Knowledge- 

School, hall, reception, 

yaer1, year 2 Kitchen, 

Outside area. 

Address, United 

Kingdom, England, 
Scotland, Wales, 

Ireland,  

Place knowledge 

Beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, sea, town, 

park, roads,  

Human and Physical 

Geography- 

 

Sunny, rainy, stormy, 

cloudy, icy, foggy, 

frosty, Weather chart, 

temperature, Atlas, 
globe, England, 

Ireland Wales, 

Locational Knowledge- 

Glodwick, Oldham, 

England, United 

Kingdom, Europe, Asia, 

Africa, North America, 

South America, 
Antarctica, Oceania / 

Australia 

Pacific, Atlantic, 

Arctic, Southern, 

Ocean,  

Place knowledge 

Village, town, city, 

Oldham, United 
Kingdom, Africa, 

climate, temperature, 

equator, human 

features, physical 

features,  

Human and Physical 

Geography- 



reading area, outside, 

Next to, in front, 

behind, on, in. 

warm, hat, scarf, 

shorts, t shirt,  

Seasons, Winter, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, 

Growth, leaves, plants, 

animals,   

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork- 

Map, areas in 

reception eg outside, 

role play, Glodwick, 
Oldham, street, road. 

Next to, in front, 

behind, on, in. 

Scotland, Mountain, 

hill, river, island, valley, 

city, village, sea, 

office, farm,  

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork- 

near, far, left and right, 

Map, landmark, atlas, 

globe, UK countries 

names 

  

Equator, North pole, 

South pole, climate, 

temperature 

names of some of the 

countries, Ocean, soil, 

vegetation, Mountain, 
Island, valley, Harbour, 

port,  

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork- 

Direction, compass, 
North, South, East, 

West, route, Map, 

aerial view, Symbol, 

landmarks, Atlas, 

Human features, 

Physical features, 
Symbols, key 

 

Please note italics show adaptations from EYFS and NC criteria, bold shows statutory requirements 

Locational Knowledge 

 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 



 Understand where 

areas are in the 

classroom. 

 

Notices detailed things 

within their 
environment  

 

Understand where 

their classroom is in 

relation to the school 

 

ELG 

Describe their 

immediate 

environment using 

knowledge from 

observation, 

discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and 

maps; 

 

Understand where 

school is in relation to 

the local environment. 

 

Use different resources, 

such as books, the 
internet and atlases to 

find out information. 

 

Recognise similarities 

and differences in my 

immediate 
environment. 

 

Identify and name  the 

four countries making 

up the United 

Kingdom. 
 

Tell someone my 

address. 

 

Name, locate and 

identify characteristics 

of the four countries 

and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding 

seas 

Understand where 

Glodwick is in relation 

to Oldham. 

 

Use a globe to locate 

the continents of the 

world. 

 

Name some of the 
countries found in 

each continent. 

 

Locate and label the 

oceans of the world. 

 
 

 

Name and locate the 

world’s seven 

continents and five 

oceans 

 

 
  



 

Place knowledge 

 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Comments and asks 

questions about the 
familiar world such as 

the place they live or  

the natural world. 

 

Shows interest in 

different occupations 
and ways of life. -

people who help us. 

 

Name some animals 

and plants that are 
found in the local 

environment. 

Understand the 

different environments 

in Glodwick 

Understand the 

difference between 

families lives in Oldham 

and Pakistan eg during 

Eid. 

ELG 

Explore the natural 

world around them, 

making observations 

and drawing pictures 

of animals and plants;  

Explain some 

similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country and 

Use simple fieldwork 

and observational skills 
to study the 

geographical features 

of a small area of the 

United Kingdom. 

 

Say what I like about 

my locality and give 

examples. 

 

Describe a locality 

using words and 

pictures. 

 

 

Human and physical 

similarities and 

differences in 

Glodwick and another 

area of the UK. 

 

Identify human and 

physical features in 
Oldham and Africa (or 

alternative non-

European country 

 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 

and physical 

geography of a small 

area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a 

contrasting non-

European country 

 

Say what is the same 

and what is different 

between Oldham and 

a small area in a 

contrasting non 

European country. 

 



life in other countries, 

drawing on knowledge 

from stories, non-fiction 

texts and – when 

appropriate – maps. 

 
  



 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography. 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Say what the weather 

is like using language 

rain, sun, snow, cold 
hot cloudy. 

 

Say what is happening 

to the trees and plants 

during each season. 

 
Name some of the 

clothes I need to wear 

during each season. 

 

 

 
 

 

Talk about the weather 

each day and 

recognise the weather 

changes. 

Name the seasonal 
changes seen in the 

playground. 

 

ELG 

Understand some 

important processes 

and changes in the 

natural world around 

them, including the 

seasons and changing 

states of matter.  

Talk about the weather 

in each season in 

Oldham. 

 

Answer questions 

about the weather 
and I  can keep a 

weather chart.  

 

Explain how the 

weather changes with 

each season. 

 

Name the seasonal 

changes in the park 

 

 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom. 

Say where hot and 

cold areas are on the 

earth and name some 
of the countries. 

 

Point to the countries I 

have been studying 

and say what they are 

called. 

 

Identify and compare 

the human and 
physical features of a 

village, town and city. 

 

Identify the features of 

a port and a harbour. 

 

Use atlases and globes 

to identify countries, 
continents and oceans 

being studied. 

 

 

Identify the location of 

hot and cold areas of 



the world in relation to 

the Equator and North 

and South Poles. 

 

  



 

Geographical skills 

and Fieldwork. 

 

EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Say where things are in 
nursery. 

 

Name things in nursery 

on a pictorial map. 

 

Uses some positional 
language 

 

Follow instructions. 

 

Understand a simple 
map of the school and 

say what I can see on 

it. 

 

Say where our school is 

located.   
 

Say where I live 

 

 

ELG 

Describe their 

immediate 

environment using 

knowledge from 

observation, 

discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and 

maps;  

 

Describe where 
objects, landmarks are 

using this language. 

 

 

Use locational and 

directional language 

eg near, far, left and 

right. 

 
Make a map of my 

school. 

 

Use Google Earth to 

identify landmarks and 

familiar streets in my 
local area. 

 

Use simple fieldwork 

and observational skills 

to study the 

geography of their 

school and its grounds 

and the key human 

and physical features 

Use compass 
directions to describe 

the location of key 

features and 

landmarks on a map. 

 

Describe a route. 

 

Plan and follow a route 
using compass 

directions and 

directional language. 

 

Recognise commonly 

used map symbols. 

 

Draw a map of a 
familiar place and use 

symbols in a key. 

 

Say where the 

countries are we 

studying in relation to 
the UK using North, 

South East and West. 

 



of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

Use atlases and globes 

to identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries. 

 

Use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage 

   Point to and name 

each country of the UK 

on a map. 

 

Name some of the 
features of each 

country 

 

 

 

 

United Kingdom and its 

countries,  

 

Use aerial photographs 

and plan perspectives 

to recognise 

landmarks and basic 

human and physical 

features; devise a 

simple map and use 

and construct basic 

symbols in a key. 

 

Make and read a 

map. 

 

Use simple compass 

directions, North, 

South, East and West to 

describe the location 

of features and routes 

on a map. 

 


