
At Glodwick we create awe and wonder to inspire children to be curious about the natural world. We 

equip them with the scientific skills and vocabulary to find things out for themselves and to gain 

knowledge through investigation. We believe the best learning happens when Science is brought to life by 

putting it in context and seeing how it is used in the wider world, now and in the future. 

Subject: Science 
Subject Leaders: Miss Preece, Mrs Lomax, Miss McQuillan,   

 

Vocabulary Nursery will start to understand: 

Reception will understand and start to use: 

Working scientifically- Same, different, change, 
question, answer, look, observe, found out, sort, 
group. 

Plants- Plant, tree, soil, water, sun, seed, grow, 
leaf, flower, root. 

Living things and their habitats- Names of 
natural and found things in local environment, 
eg. grass, tree, log, leaf, spiders web, puddle 
etc. 

Animals- Animal, bird, fish, insect, bug, 
minibeast. Names of animals and minibeasts 

experienced at first hand and through stories 
and non-fiction texts linked to topics. 

Humans- Senses, touch, see, smell, taste, hear. 
Head, face, hair, body, eyes, ears, mouth, 
nose, teeth, arms, legs. Hungry, tired, rest, play, 
wash, dry, dress, toilet, healthy, safe, food, 

exercise. 

Seasonal changes- Weather (sunny, rainy, 
windy, snowy, icy etc.) Seasons (winter, spring, 

Working scientifically- 
All EYFS + method, 

equipment, predict, 
identify, classify, 
compare, explain, 
evidence, test, 
experiment, measure, 
record, data, table, 
chart, diagram, 

evaluate. 

Plants- Leaf, flower, 
blossom, petal, fruit, 
berry, root, seed, trunk, 
branch, stem, bark, 
stalk, bud. Names of 
trees, garden and wild 

flowering plants in the 
local area. 

Living things and their 

habitats- Year 1 
learning in this area is 

covered in PLANTS, 

Working scientifically- 
All EYFS + method, 

equipment, predict, 
identify, classify, 
compare, explain, 
evidence, test, 
experiment, measure, 
record, data, table, 
chart, diagram, 

evaluate. 

Plants- As for Year 1 + 
bulb, seedling, 
mature, light, shade, 
sun, warm, cool, 
water, grow, healthy. 
Introduce in 

preparation for Year 3 
(not required for 
expected): germinate, 
pollen, pollination. 

Living things and their 

habitats- Living, dead, 

Glodwick Infant and Nursery School 

Science Curriculum 



summer, autumn) Names of natural and found 
objects related to the seasons 

Materials- Wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, 

rock, brick, paper, fabric, card, cardboard, 
hard, soft, bendy, bumpy, prickly, rough, 
smooth, shiny, dull, see-through, not see-
through.  

ANIMALS and 
SEASONAL CHANGES 

Animals- Head, body, 

eyes, ears, mouth, 
teeth, tail, wing, claw, 
fin, scales, feathers, 
fur, beak, paws, 
hooves. Names of 
specific animals 

experienced first-hand 
from each vertebrate 
group (mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, 
birds, fish - Nb. They do 
not need to know 
these terms for 

expected, but they 
could be used for 
enhancement and 
extension). 

Humans- Senses, 
touch, see, smell, 
taste, hear. Fingers, 

skin (need to know we 
feel with all different 
parts of our bodies), 
eyes, nose, tongue, 
ear. 
Head, neck, arms, 
elbows, legs, knees, 

never been alive, 
suited suitable, basic 
needs, food, food 

chain, shelter, move, 
feed, producer, 
consumer, prey, 
predator. 
Names of local 
habitats eg. pond, 
woodland etc Names 

of micro-habitats eg, 
under logs, in bushes 
etc. 

Animals- Offspring, 
reproduction, growth, 
young/ old stages, eg. 

chick/ hen, caterpillar 
butterfly, life cycle. 
Survival water, food, 
air. 

Humans- Baby, 
toddler, child, 
teenager, adult, 

Exercise, heartbeat, 
breathing, hygiene, 
germs, disease, food 
types (eg. meat, fish, 
vegetables, bread, 
rice, pasta), 
carbohydrates, 



face, ears, eyes, hair, 
mouth, teeth 

Seasonal changes- 

Weather (sunny, rainy, 
windy, snowy, icy etc.) 
Seasons (winter, 
spring, summer, 
autumn) 
Sun, sunrise, sunset, 

day length 

Materials- Object, 
material, wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, 
water, rock, brick, 
paper, fabric, elastic, 
foil, card, cardboard, 

rubber, wool, clay, 
hard, soft, stretchy. 
Stiff, bendy, floppy, 
waterproof, 
absorbent, breaks/ 
tears, rough, smooth, 
shiny, dull, see-

through, not see-
through. 

protein, fats, sugars, 
vitamins, minerals, 
dairy. 

Seasonal changes- 
N/A 

Materials- As Year 1 + 
opaque, transparent, 
translucent, reflective, 
non-reflective, flexible, 

rigid. Shape, push, 
twist, squash, bend, 
stretch. 

Please note italics show adaptations from EYFS and NC criteria. 

Working Scientifically  
should be the way in EYFS KS1 



which all other scientific 
knowledge areas are 
learned, and threaded 
throughout, not taught 
discretely. 

Nursery Reception Year 1  Year 2 

Asks simple questions 

(and recognises they 
can be answered in 
different ways) 

.  

Shows curiosity about objects, events and 
people (Finding out and exploring: CEL) 
Thinks of ideas, finds ways to solve problems, 
finds new ways to do things (Having their own 
ideas, CEL) 
Makes predictions (Making links CEL) 
Plans, makes decisions about how to approach 

a task, solve a problem and reach a goal 
(Choosing ways to do things, CEL) 

Asks simple questions 

about experiences 
and observations. 
Uses suggestions to say 
what might happen. 
 
 
 

 

Asks simple questions 

about experiences 
and observations. 
Suggests different 
ways of answering 
questions. 
Helps to plan how to 
use resources 

provided. 
Makes some 
predictions about 
what might happen. 

Observes closely (using 
simple equipment) 

Uses senses to explore the world around them 
(Finding out and exploring: CEL) 

Pays attention to details (Being involved and 
concentrating, CEL)  

Observes using senses. 
Uses simple equipment 

with guidance. 
 

Observes closely in 
detail using various 

different senses. 
Chooses and uses 
simple equipment. 



Performs simple tests Takes a risk, engages in new experiences and 
learns by trial and error (Being willing to have a 
go, CEL). 

Tests their ideas (Making links, CEL) 
Checks how well their activities are going, 
changing strategy as needed (Choosing ways 
to do things, CEL) 

Performs simple tests 
to explore a question 
or idea, with support. 

• To classify 

• To compare 

• To seek patterns 

• To observe over 
time 

Performs simple tests, 
identifying what needs 
to be measured or 

observed. 

• To classify 

• To compare 

• To seek patterns 

• To observe over 
time 

Identifies and classifies 
 

Makes links and notices patterns in their 
experience. (Making links. CEL) 

 
Develops ideas of grouping, sequences, cause 
and effect (Making links, CEL) 

Recognises and 
compares basic 

features, similarities 
and differences. 
Sorts and groups things 
in different ways. 
Uses secondary 
sources to find 
answers with support. 

 

Identifies and classifies 
by comparing 

observations and 
features. 
Sorts and groups things 
in different ways, 
suggesting own 
criteria. 
Uses secondary 

sources to find 
answers with 
increasing 
independence. 



Gathers and records 
data (to help in 
answering questions) 

 

N/A Makes measurements 
using comparison and 
then non-standard 

units of measure. 
Presents evidence 
using sorting rings, 
pictograms, tables 
and charts provided. 
Draws, writes, labels 
and photographs 

evidence with support. 
 

Makes measurements 
using non-standard 
and then standard 

units of measure. 
Presents data using 
tables, sorting rings, 
pictograms, tally 
charts and block 
graphs and uses them 
to answer questions. 

Creates and labels 
pictures, diagrams, 
videos, written 
accounts and 
photographs. 

Uses their observations 

and ideas (to suggest 
answers to questions) 

Reviews how well the approach worked 

(Choosing ways to do things, CEL) 

Talks about what 

happened. 
Uses evidence to 
suggest answers to 
questions with support. 
 

Talks about what 

found and explain 
how it was done. 
Uses observations and 
evidence to suggest 
own answers to 
questions. 

 
  



Plants: 

 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talks about some 
things they have 

observed such as 
plants… (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Talks about why things 
happen and how 
things work in relation 

to plants (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Starts to talk about 
growth, decay and 
changes that happen 
to plants (30 – 50 The 

World).  
 
Shows care and 
concern for plants (30 
– 50 The World). 
 

Knows about 
similarities and 

differences between 
plants (ELG The World).  
 
Makes observations of 
… plants (ELG The 
World). 
 

Explains why some 
things occur in relation 
to plants (ELG The 
World). 
 
Talks about changes 
that happen to plants 

(ELG The World). 

Identifies and 
describes the basic 

structure of a variety 
of common flowering 
plants, including trees 
 
Identifies and names a 
variety of common 
wild and garden 

plants, including 
deciduous and 
evergreen trees  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Observes and 
describes how seeds 

and bulbs grow into 
mature plants  
 
Finds out and 
describes how plants 
need water, light and 
a suitable 

temperature to grow 
and stay healthy 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Living things and 

their habitats: 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 
 
 

Comments and asks 

questions about 
aspects of their 
familiar world such as 
the place where they 
live or the natural 
world (30 – 50 The 
World). 

Knows about 

similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places … and living 
things (ELG The World).  
 
Talks about the 
features of their own 

immediate 
environment (ELG The 
World). 
 
Talks about how 
environments might 
vary from one another 

(ELG The World). 
 
 

Year 1 learning in this 

area is covered in 
PLANTS, ANIMALS and 
SEASONAL CHANGES 

Explores and 

compares the 
differences between 
things that are living, 
dead, and things that 
have never been alive  
 
Identifies that most 

living things live in 
habitats to which they 
are suited and 
describes how 
different habitats 
provide for the basic 
needs of different 

kinds of animals and 
plants, and how they 
depend on each 
other  
 
Identifies and names a 
variety of plants and 

animals in their 
habitats, including 
micro-habitats  



 
Describes how animals 
obtain their food from 

plants and other 
animals, using the idea 
of a simple food 
chain, and identifies 
and names different 
sources of food 
 

 

 
  



Animals: 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Talks about some 
things they have 
observed such as 
animals… (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Talks about why things 
happen and how 

things work in relation 
to animals (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Starts to talk about 
growth, decay and 
changes that happen 

to animals (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Shows care and 
concern for animals 
(30 – 50 The World). 
 
 

Knows about 
similarities and 
differences between 
animals (ELG The 
World). 
 
Makes observations of 
animals (ELG The 

World). 
 
Explains why some 
things occur in relation 
to animals (ELG The 
World). 
 

Talks about changes in 
relation to animals 
(ELG The World). 

Identifies and names a 
variety of common 
animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals  

 
Identifies and names a 
variety of common 

animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores  

 
Describes and 
compares the 
structure of a variety 

of common animals 
(fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including 
pets)  
 

Notices that animals 
have offspring which 
grow into adults (+ see 
humans) 
 
Finds out about and 
describes the basic 
needs of animals for 

survival (water, food 
and air) (+ see 
humans) 
 
 

 
 



Humans: 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Tells adults when 
hungry or tired or 
when they want to 
rest or play. (30 – 50 

H&SC) 
 
Observes the effects 
of activity on their 
bodies (30 – 50 H&SC) 
 
Gains more bladder 

and bowel control 
and can attend to 
toileting needs most of 
the time themselves 
(30 – 50 H&SC) 
 
Usually manages 

washing and drying 
hands (30 – 50 H&SC). 
 
Dresses with help (30 -
50 H&SC) 
 

Knows the importance 
for good health of 
physical exercise and 
a healthy diet (ELG 

H&SC). 
 
Talks about ways of 
keeping healthy and 
safe (ELG H&SC). 
 
Manages own basic 

hygiene and personal 
needs (ELG H&SC). 
 
Dresses independently 
(ELG H&SC). 
 
Goes to the toilet 

independently (ELG 
H&SC). 
 

Knows about 
similarities and 
differences between 

Identifies, names, 
draws and labels the 
basic parts of the 
human body 

 
Says which part of the 
body is associated 
with each sense 
 

Notices that humans 
have offspring that 
grow into adults. (+ 
see animals) 

 
Finds out about and 
describe the basic 
needs of humans for 
survival (water, food 
and air) (+ see 
animals) 

 
Describes the 
importance for 
humans of exercise, 
eating the right 
amounts of different 
types of food, and 

hygiene 
 



Knows some of the 
things that make them 
unique (30 -50 P&C)  

themselves and others 
(ELG P&C) 

 
  



Seasonal Changes: 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Talks about some 
things they have 
observed such as 
natural and found 
objects (30 – 50 The 
World). 

 
Talks about why things 
happen in relation to 
seasons (30 – 50 The 
World). 
 
Starts to talk about 
growth, decay and 

changes in the 
seasons over time (30 
– 50 The World). 
 
 

Knows about 
similarities and 
differences in relation 
to the seasons (ELG 
The World). 
 

Talks about the 
features of the seasons 
(ELG The World). 
 
Talks about how 
seasons might vary 
from one another (ELG 
The World). 

 
Explains why some 
things occur in relation 
to seasons (ELG The 
World). 
 
Talks about changes in 

the seasons (ELG The 
World). 

Observes changes 
across the four 
seasons  
 
Observes and 
describes weather 

associated with the 
seasons and how day 
length varies 
 

N/A 

 



Materials: 
EYFS KS1 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Explores colour and 
how colours can be 
changed (30 – 50 
EUM&M). 
 
Begins to be interested 

in and describe the 
texture of things (30 – 
50 EUM&M). 
 
Uses various 
construction materials 
(30 – 50 EUM&M) 
 

Realises tools can be 
used for a purpose (30 
– 50 EUM&M) 
 
Talks about some of 
things they have 
observed such as 

natural and found 
objects (30 – 50 The 
World). 

Safely uses and 
explores a variety of 
materials (ELG 
EUM&M). 
 
Safely uses and 

explores a variety of 
tools and techniques 
(ELG EUM&M).  
 
Experiments with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function 
(ELG EUM&M). 

 
Knows about 
similarities and 
differences between 
objects and materials 
(ELG The World). 
 

Talks about materials 
in their own 
immediate 

Distinguishes between 
an object and the 
material from which it 
is made  
 
Identifies and names a 

variety of everyday 
materials, including 
wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock  
 
Describes the simple 
physical properties of 
a variety of everyday 

materials  
 
Compares and groups 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of their 
simple physical 

properties 
 

Identifies and 
compares the 
suitability of a variety 
of everyday materials, 
including wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for 
particular uses  
 
Finds out how the 
shapes of solid objects 
made from some 
materials can be 

changed by 
squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching  
 



 
Starts to talk about 
changes that happen 

to materials (30 – 50 
The World) 
 
 

environment (ELG The 
World). 
 

Makes observations of 
materials (ELG The 
World). 
 
Explains why some 
things happen to 
materials (ELG The 

World). 
 
Talks about changes in 
materials (ELG The 
World). 
 

 


